TOWN OF MONTROSE
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION NUMBER 2010-07-09-01
REQUIRING A REFERENDUM ON THE LEVYING OF 
A SALES TAX TO FUND COMMUTER RAIL

The 2009-10 Executive Budget Act, signed on June 29, 2009, provided that the Dane County Board of Supervisors could establish a Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) for certain areas in Dane County, and that additional areas can voluntarily attach themselves to such RTA in the future.  Further, the Budget Act provided that the Board of the RTA may levy a 0.5% sales tax within the jurisdictional area of the RTA.  The Board of Supervisors subsequently established the RTA in 2009.  The Budget Act does not require that a referendum be held on the sales tax issue.  The RTA has not yet scheduled a referendum on the sales tax, but the November 2010 general election is approaching, and this election, with its large voter turnout, is the most appropriate time for a referendum on the sales tax to be held.  Given that neither the RTA nor the Dane County Board has acted to schedule a referendum in November 2010, it is appropriate that a referendum be held at the local level to give residents an opportunity to voice their opinion on this important question.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Montrose that the following advisory referendum question be placed on ballot in such Town at the November 2, 2010 General Election:

“Shall commuter rail from Middleton to the Town of Burke be funded by up to a half-cent (0.5%) increase in the sales tax?”


Yes _________________
No ________________
Explanation of the advisory referendum question:  A “yes” vote on the advisory referendum question means that you support an increase in the sales tax from the current 5.5% sales tax to a 6.0% sales tax, with the 0.5% increase in the sales tax to be used to provide funding for a commuter rail line from downtown Middleton, through the City of Madison, to a location near the intersection of Reiner and Nelson Roads in the Town of Burke.  A “no” vote on the advisory referendum question means that you oppose an increase in the sales tax of 0.5% for commuter rail from Middleton to the Town of Burke.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Montrose that the Clerk shall take all necessary steps to implement this resolution.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Montrose that the Clerk shall communicate the results of such referendum to the following: the RTA, the Dane County Executive and County Board Chairman, the Governor and our representatives in the Legislature, our representatives in the United States Senate and House of Representatives and the Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration.     
This resolution was duly considered by the Town of Montrose Board pursuant to a vote of 
_3___ for and __0__ against and _0___abstentions on this 7th day of September, 2010.

Roger Hodel, Town Chair




Julie L. Bigler, Town Clerk
